
Daniel’s Prophecies

The Great Image



There can be no question that one of 
the most important portions of the 

Bible with regard to the end-times is 
the book of Daniel. Its primary focus 

and emphasis is the final conflict 
between the Antichrist, his followers, 

and the people of God who are 
ultimately delivered by the coming of 
the Messiah, referred to as “the son of 

man” Daniel 7:13



Virtually every chapter in Daniel 
deals with some aspect of this final 
clash- this book also addresses the 
geographical location from which 

the Antichrist’s empire will emerge.

What does the Bible tell us about 
the location of the Antichrist’s 

kingdom?





“You, O king were watching; and 
behold, a great image! This 

great image, whose splendor 
was excellent, stood before you; 

and its form was awesome…



“This image’s head was of fine gold, 
its chest and arms of fine silver, its 
belly and thighs of bronze, its legs 
of iron, its feet partly of iron and 

partly of clay. You watched while a 
stone was cut out without hands, 

which struck the image on its feet of 
iron and clay, and broke them in 

pieces…



Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, 
the silver, and the gold were 

crushed together, and became like 
the chaff from the summer 

threshing floors; the wind carried 
them away so that no trace of them 

was found, And the stone that 
struck the image became a great 

mountain and filled the whole 
earth”          

Daniel 2:31-35



Head of Gold
“You, O king are a king of kings.  
For the God of heaven has given  
you a kingdom, power, strength 

and glory; and wherever the 
children of men dwell, or the beasts 

of the field and the birds of the 
heaven, He has given them into 

your hand, and has made you ruler 
over them all-

you are this head of gold”



Head of Gold-
Babylon

Arms and chest of silver-
Medo-Persia

Belly and thighs of bronze-
Greece

Legs- Rome
Feet-iron/clay- Revived Rome



If you look at nearly any 
commentary on this subject, the 

three kingdoms that follow 
Babylonia are understood to be 

Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
While both Medo-Persia and 

Greece are later mentioned by 
name in Daniel (8:20-21; 10:20), 

the fourth empire is never named.



But what of the fourth kingdom?
Is it Rome?

Despite this fact, many Bible 
translations, so confident of the 

Roman identity of the fourth 
empire, actually add the name 

Rome into their subheadings and 
footnotes.



Yet as surprising as this claim 
may come to many, as we will 

see, the various criteria 
contained in the text, as well as 
the clear testimony of history, 

make it impossible to 
confidently identify the final 

kingdom as the Roman Empire.



Beginning this evening I want to 
spend some time examining the  

evidence against the 
identification of the fourth 
kingdom of Daniel 2 as the 

Roman Empire.



I want to present to you the 
evidence that this fourth kingdom 

is the Islamic Caliphate which   
meets the scriptural criteria much 

better than the Roman Empire.



The Islamic Caliphate is simply the 
historical government or empire, 

which began in 632 AD, shortly 
after the death of Muhammad, the 

prophet of Islam, and culminated in 
the Ottoman Empire, which 

officially came to an end in 1923.



The idea that Rome is the fourth 
kingdom is such a widely held 

position that many will not even  
entertain any thoughts to the 
contrary.  This has been the 

majority position throughout most 
of Church history - however, there 

are several significant, perhaps 
even fatal difficulties, with this 

interpretation.



The first problem with the 
identification of the fourth 

kingdom as Rome is that the 
Roman Empire does not meet the 
specific criterion of Daniel 2:40.



“And the fourth kingdom shall 
be strong as iron, inasmuch as 

iron breaks in pieces and 
shatters everything; and like 

iron that crushes, that kingdom 
will break in pieces and crush all 

the others”



Later in Daniel 7, speaking of this 
same empire, we find a very similar 

description.

“Thus he said: As for the fourth beast, 
there shall be a fourth kingdom on 

earth, which shall be different from all 
other kingdoms, and it shall devour 

the whole earth, and trample it down, 
and break it in pieces” (v. 23)



The three other kingdoms that 
would be trampled and crushed, 
as we already know are Babylon, 

Med0-Persia, and Greece. The 
text of Scripture is clear that 

that the fourth kingdom would 
“crush” or conquer, all three of 

these empires



These three empires never 
coexisted and so we must ask what 
the text means when it says that the 
fourth kingdom would “crush” all 

of the others.



The first meaning of the word 
“crush” refers simply to geography. 

Rome, at best, can be said to have 
conquered only about one-third of 
the regions controlled by Babylon, 

Medo-Persia, and Greece. 
Therefore, nearly two-thirds of the 
regions controlled by these empires 

were left entirely untouched by 
Rome.



Rome never even reached the 
Persian capital city of

Persepolis.

If an invading army conquered 
Boston, but never came close to New 

York or Washington D.C., it would 
hardly be accurate to say that such an 

army “crushed” the United States.



So neither would it be correct to say 
that the Roman Empire crushed the 

entirety of the Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, or Grecian empires. Yet 

the text is absolutely clear- to fulfill 
the criterion of Daniel 2:40, an 

empire would need to crush, not 
one, but all three of these. The 
Roman Empire simply did not 

fulfill this requirement!



Some folks attempt to get around 
this problem by claiming that 
because the Roman Empire 

succeeded Greece, which succeeded 
Med-Peria, which succeeded 

Babylon, the Roman Empire did 
crush all of the others. However, 

this view is based on faulty 
reasoning:



Let me try to illustrate this faulty 
logic: If the Cleveland Browns beat 
the Baltimore Ravens, who in turn 

had beaten the New England 
Patriots, who had beaten the 

Denver Broncos, would this mean 
that the Cleveland Browns beat the 

Denver Broncos? Of course not ! 
That is what the Playoffs and Super 

Bowl are for!



Even more important, the text 
simply does not say that one would 

succeed another that would succeed 
another, etc. It says that the fourth 

kingdom would crush all the 
others- if we are faithful to the text, 
we must adhere to what it actually 

says !





Med0-Persian Empire at Its Height



Grecian Empire at Its Height



Roman Empire at Its Height



Although the Roman Empire did 
conquer portions of the land 

holdings of the other empires, it 
clearly did not conquer all of them, 

not even a majority of them. The 
Roman Empire only conquered 

roughly one-fifth of the land 
holdings of the Medo-Persian 

Empire, whose capital city 
remained hundreds of miles out of 

the Roman Empire’s reach.



If we are to honest, to say the 
Roman Empire fulfilled Daniel 
2:40, would be a stretch at best.    

On the other hand, the historical 
Islamic Caliphate fully, absolutely, 
completely conquered all the lands 

of the others.



Islamic Caliphate at its height



Now what if we expanded the 
definition of “crush” to include 

more than mere geography? What 
if the purpose of the repeated 

descriptions of the beast crushing 
and treading everything underfoot 
are intended to convey more than 

just gaining control over a 
geographic area?



What if it means to crush-
everything which identifies a 

people- their culture, their religion 
and their language? With this 

thought in mind what happens 
when we compare the Roman 

Empire to the Islamic Caliphate?



Commentators have applied 
much hype to the Roman Empire 

as a crushing entity, often 
referring to the strength of the 
Roman military and its great 

ability to crush rebellions- have 
you heard of the “Iron Legions 

of Rome?”



When we consider the nature of the 
Roman Empire, it was far from 

being a purely destructive influence 
to its conquered peoples. In fact, 

Rome is quite well known for being 
a nation building force of the 

ancient world.



When Rome conquered a people 
rather than destroying the culture, 

abolishing its religion, and 
imposing a new language, it 

generally tolerated these things 
while adding law, building roads 
and infrastructure, and creating 

order.



The famous Roman roads reached 
every corner of their empire. These 
were well built, stone covered roads 
laid on solid foundations- many still 

exist today. To control their 
territories, the Romans needed 

easy access to every corner of their 
empire- “All Roads Lead To Rome”



Rome’s law and the protection of its 
military created a peace and 

stability that came to be famously 
known as the “Pax Romana.” 

Rather than being a crushing force, 
the Roman Empire was often a 

positive influence to its conquered 
peoples.



While the Romans expected to 
receive taxes and an 

acknowledgment of Caesar, by 
ancient standards they were a very 
tolerant empire. During Jesus’ day, 

the Jewish Temple stood 
prominently in Jerusalem under 
Roman authority, and the Jews 
practiced their religion freely.



When we look at the idea of Rome 
being a culturally destructive force, it 

becomes apparent that this is a 
problem when we associated the 

Roman Empire with Daniel’s fourth 
beast. For example, the relationship of 
the Romans Empire to Greek culture. 
Rather than crushing Greek culture, 

the Roman Empire was overwhelmed 
by the Greek culture.



Under Roman rule during Jesus’ day, 
Greek was the dominant language 
throughout the Middle East. With 

regard to religion, much of the Roman 
culture adopted the pagan pantheon 
of gods. While names were changed, 

the basic pantheon remained the 
same. Zeus became Jupiter, Artemis 

became Diana, Aphrodite became 
Venus, etc.



In considering the need to be a 
culturally destructive force, it 
would seem apparent that the 

Roman Empire was not the 
crushing power referenced in 

Daniel 2:40.



In contrast to the Roman Empire, 
the Islamic Caliphate from its 

inception was a force that crushed 
and erased cultures and religions of 

the peoples it conquered.



This is due to the uniquely all 
encompassing ideology of Islam, 
which includes every facet of life. 

Islam has rules and 
commandments that pertain to far 

more than just theology. It also 
dictates laws, government, 

language, military, and even the 
sexual and hygienic practices of 

those under its authority.



The very name “Islam” means 
“submission”

Submission to the law of Allah, the 
Muslim’s god, as well as the 

practices of Muhammad, their 
prophet.



Islam is the epitome of a 
totalitarian ideology. Wherever 

Islam spread, it brought with it this 
oppressive ideology of submission. 
Islam conquered all the regions of 

the former Babylonian, Medo-
Persian, and Grecian empires.



Islam exported the Arabic language 
onto a vast proportion of its 
conquered lands. Islam has 

imposed the Arab religion and 
culture onto all of it dominated 

peoples, while erasing evidence of 
previous religions and non-Islamic 

cultures.



Let’s look at some examples- today in 
the heartland of the early church, the 
Christian community is a struggling 
minority, often fighting for its very 

survival. While cities of Antioch, 
Alexandria, and Jerusalem were once 
the thriving capitals and strongholds 
of the Church, today the indigenous 
Christian communities there are a 

shadow of what they once were.



The calculated and deliberate 
Islamic program is to deny any 
historical Jewish connection or 

presence on the Temple Mount, the 
most central and sacred location of 

biblical faith.



“Moslems have no knowledge or 
awareness that the Temple Mount 

has any sanctity for Jews”
Sheikh Ikrima Sabri

Former Grand Mufti of Jerusalem



“Jews have no connection to 
Jerusalem, I don’t know of any 

Jewish holy sites in it. Israel has 
been excavating since 1967 in 
search of the remains of their 

Temple or their fictitious Jewish 
history”

Sheikh Taysir al-Tamimi

Former Chief Justice of the Relgious Court of 
Palestine



In Istanbul sits the Hagia
Sophia, once the largest 

Christian church in the world. 
Today it is both a mosque and a 
museum.  The Hagia Sophia was 

transformed into a place of 
Muslim worship- all Christian 

icons and symbols were covered 
up or destroyed





In central Afghanistan, for more 
that 1500 years, sat the ancient 
Bamiyan Buddhas, two statutes 

carved out of the solid sandstone 
cliffs. Denouncing these to be idols 
in March 2001, the Taliban leader 

Mullah Omar, had then completely 
destroyed with dynamite.





In more recent years, the historic 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets, 

which has become home to a growing 
Islamic immigrant population, has 

seen systematic elimination of 
numerous Christian historical sites. 

What was once St. Mary’s Churchyard, 
a historic monastery dating back to 
1122, is now Altab Ali Park- on one 

corner of the park is a replica of the 
“Martyr Monument” from 

Bangledesh.





You get the idea- wherever Islam 
has spread, the conquered culture 

is gradually erased, the symbols 
and evidences of that former 

culture destroyed. The religion of 
the subjugated peoples are most 

particularly targeted. This is 
Islam’s heritage, the perfect 

fulfillment of the criterion of Daniel 
2:40. 



Islam is a crushing power, that 
“tramples the residue with its feet.” 
While the Islamic Caliphate fulfills 
this biblical description to a tee, it 
is very difficult to force the Roman 
Empire into this description. The 

distinction between these two 
empires must be seriously 

considered as we attempt to discern 
the identity of the fourth empire.



The second problem for the Roman 
Empire identification as the fourth 

empire is the criterion of Daniel 2:34-
35. This time, instead of the rise of the 
fourth kingdom, these verses speak of 

it’s downfall, and the return of the 
Messiah and His kingdom. Christ’s 

kingdom is described as “a stone cut 
out, without hands.” The Messianic 

kingdom specifically destroys the final 
kingdom of the Antichrist.



But in doing so, we see that by 
virtue of the destruction of the 
Antichrist’s kingdom, Babylon, 

Medo-Persia, and Greece are also 
all destroyed “at the same time.”



Simply stated, if the Roman Empire 
was fully revived today to the point of 
its greatest extent, and Jesus returned 
and fully destroyed it, Babylon, Medo-

Persia, and Greece would not all be 
destroyed “at the same time.” Sure,      
a large portion of the land holdings     

of these empires would be destroyed, 
but roughly two-thirds of all three 
empires would be left untouched.











On the other hand, if the Islamic 
Caliphate were fully revived today, 
and Jesus returned and conquered 
this empire, Babylon, Medo-Persia, 
and Greece would all be completely 

destroyed as well. Once again,       
the Islamic Caliphate fulfills           

the criteria and requirements of   
the text, while the Roman Empire 

does not.





Despite the evidence that I have 
presented so far (and there is more to 
come) many Westerners continue to 

struggle with the idea that the 
prophecy does not speak of the Roman 
Empire. Westerners fail to recognize 
that the Babylonian through Roman 
interpretation is ultimately only true 
through the Western perspective and 

lens of history.



Remember that in the content of these 
passages is a dream that was 

specifically given to Nebuchadnezzar, 
the king of Babylon, concerning 
kingdoms that would follow his 

kingdom. The dream was not intended 
to reveal the future of America or 

Europe. Instead the dream was simply 
showing Nebuchadnezzar those 

kingdoms that would succeed his own.



After describing the iron legs, Daniel 
begins to describe the feet, which are a 
mixture of iron and clay. Although the 

overall emphasis of the prophecy is 
placed on “the fourth kingdom,” the 
last empire before Jesus returns is 

technically not the legs of iron, but the 
feet mixed with iron and clay. Here, I 

think, it is best to say that the final 
kingdom consists of two phases.



The key to seeing this twofold 
empire is in found in 2:32-33:

“This image’s head was of fine gold, 
it chest and arms of silver, its belly 

and thighs of bronze, its legs of 
iron, its feet partly of iron and 

partly of clay”



It is quite clear that we are looking 
at five empires not four. There is a 
clear distinction between the legs, 
which are described “as strong as 

iron” (2:40) and the feet, which are 
described as “partly strong and 

partly fragile” (2:42)



Most Bible scholars and Bible 
teachers have understood the 

fourth empire to be Rome and the 
fifth empire to be a revived last-

days version of Rome. But, again, 
the Roman Empire does not 

sufficiently meet the criteria of the 
fourth kingdom text, where the 

Islamic Caliphate fulfills all of the 
criteria perfectly.



In Daniel 2:41, we are told that a 
defining characteristic of the final 

kingdom is that it would be 
“divided”- “Whereas you saw the 

feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay 
and partly of iron, the kingdom 

shall be divided”



Many commentators have tried to 
apply this description to the Roman 
Empire, pointing to the division of 
the Western and Eastern Empires. 
But this division certainly does not 

define the Roman Empire. The 
WRE was founded in 27 BC and 

collapsed in 476 AD. The ERE was 
founded in AD 330 and collapsed in 

1453.



So the historical Roman Empire’s  
“division” only lasted for roughly 

140 years, less that one-tenth of its 
total 1,480 year existence. So while 

the Roman Empire certainly 
experienced a period of division, 
“divided” is not an appropriate 

term to define its overall existence.



On the other hand, it is a perfect term to 
describe the Islamic community. Shortly 
after Muhammad died, a division broke 
out between the Shi’a (the minority sect, 

roughly 14 % of all Muslims), who felt that 
the successorship belonged to 

Muhammad’s relatives, and the Sunnis 
(the majority sect, 86 % of all Muslims), 
who felt the successorship belonged to 

Muhammad’s companions. This division 
has defined Islam from its earliest days to 

modern times.



For years, as the war in Iraq unfolded, 
we were treated to daily reports of 
“sectarian violence” with Sunnis 

killing Shi’a, and visa versa. Today this 
term is simply used with reference to 

the intra-Islamic violence that has 
been so common throughout Islamic 
history. This is further proof that the 
Islamic Empire meets the Daniel 2:41 

standard perfectly.



One final thought concerning the 
division of the fourth kingdom-

many commentators have looked at 
the statue’s two iron legs as 

pointing  to the WRE, whose capital 
was Rome, and the ERE, whose 

capital was Constantinople.



We have all heard how the two legs 
represent the two branches of the 

Roman Empire- East and West. 
However, we do have a problem-
the division of the two kingdoms 
occurs before you get to the iron. 

The two legs begin in the bronze. So 
you see the two legs cannot 

symbolize the two portions of the 
Roman Empire.





The Scriptures also tell us that this 
fifth kingdom will be “mixed”.

“As you saw iron mixed with 
ceramic clay, they will mingle with 
the seed of men; but they will not 

adhere to one another, just as iron 
does not mix with clay” (2:43)



Three times, this verse uses the same 
word translated as “mixed,” “mingle,” 

and “mix.” It is the Aramaic word, 
“arab.” In the ancient Middle East, the 

Arabs were viewed as the mixed 
desert peoples. In the ancient Near 

East, the words mixed and Arab were 
synonymous. The name Arab in its 

origins refers to the mixed people that 
lived primarily to the east of Israel.



So far, we have looked at several O.T. 
prophetic passages concerning the 

return of the Messiah. We have 
examined the first supporting pillar of 

the European Antichrist theory. 
Despite the fact that most throughout 
Christian history have interpreted the 

legs of iron in Daniel 2 to be the Roman 
Empire, we have seen a far more solid 

case for the Islamic Caliphate as the 
fulfillment of these passages.



The contextual center of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was the 

city of Babylon. Both the Medo-
Persia Empire and the Alexandrian 
Greek Empire also conquered the 
entire region of both the city and 

the empire of Babylon. 



Apart from Trajan’s brief incursion 
east in late AD 116-117, the Roman 

Empire remained far west of Babylon 
throughout its fifteen-hundred year 

existence. It also left over two-thirds of 
Medo-Persia and the Greek Empires 

entirely untouched, failing to fulfill the 
Scriptural requirement of “crushing” 

all the others.



The Islamic Caliphate absolutely 
crushed all the Babylonian, Medo-

Persia, and Greek Empires. Beyond 
conquering their territories, in 

most cases it was also successful in 
imposing its own culture (Arab), 

religion (Islam), and language 
(Arabic) as well.



Israel has been under the control of 
Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greek and 
Roman Empires. Only the Islamic 

Caliphate controlled all four 
empires. When considering the 

Israel- centricity of biblical 
prophecy, what would seem to be 
more relevant to Israel and God’s 

prophetic plan: Europe or the 
Islamic World?





We see the same symbolism as we 
compare Daniel chapter 2 with 

Daniel chapter 7. Here in Daniel 
chapter 7 we have another 

dream/vision of Daniel. Let’s read 
Daniel 7:1-10.



Though Daniel was able to interpret 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, when he 

received his own vision here in 
chapter 7, he inquired of an angel 

for a fuller explanation (v.16)

“These great beasts, which are four, 
are four kings which arise out of the 

earth” (v. 17)



As the four beasts are revealed, 
they perfectly parallel the four 
kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’s 

dream in Daniel 2.



Winged Lion (v. 4) - Babylon

A Lopsided Bear (v. 5)- Medo-
Persia

A Four-Headed Leopard (v.6)-

Alexander the Great- Grecian 
Empire

A Terrifying Beast – Islamic 
Caliphate 



Out of this fourth beast grow ten 
horns. We are told that the ten 
horns represent ten kings, or 
kingdoms, that together, will 

compose the coming Antichrist’s 
kingdom (v. 24). These 10 horns 
correlate with the 10 toes of the 

statute in Daniel 2.



Now we have new information. 
From among these 10 horns, Daniel 
saw another horn emerge. This 11th

horn uprooted three other horns 
and then takes complete charge 

over all ten (v. 8). This “little horn” 
has “eyes like a man, and a mouth 

speaking pompous words”



This little horn is the same as the first 
beast (Antichrist) of Revelation 13, 

“And he was given a mouth speaking 
great things and blasphemies, and he 
was given authority to continue forty-

two months, Then he opened his 
mouth in blasphemy against God, to 

blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, 
and those who dwell in heaven…



It was granted to him to make 
war with the saints and to 

overcome them. And authority 
was given him over every tribe, 

tongue, and nation” (13:5-7)



Daniel 2                       Daniel 7              Empire

Head of Gold                     Lion                  Babylon

Chest /Arms                      Bear              Medo-Persia

of silver

Belly/thighs                    Leopard              Greece

of brass

Leg of iron                   Fourth Beast        Islamic

Feet of iron Ten Horns           Revived

and clay                                                        Islamic

Caliphate



Now let’s go back to Revelation                
as we continue to look at these 

empires. 

Revelation 13:1-2



“Then I stood on the sand of the sea. 
And I saw a beast rising up out of the 

sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and on his horns ten crowns, 

and on his heads a blasphemous 
name. Now the beast which I saw was 

like a leopard, his feet were like the 
feet of a bear, and his mouth like the 
mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him 

his power, his throne, and great 
authority”



In Revelation 17:3, the beast is 
described as scarlet- or bright red 

in appearance, “And I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast which was 

full of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns”



In appearance the beast seems to be 
a virtual mirror image of Satan, the 
dragon from Revelation 12:3- “And 
another sign appeared in heaven: 
behold a great, fiery red dragon 

having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven diadems on his head”



Verse 9 identifies the dragon-
“So the great dragon was cast out, 

that serpent of old, called the Devil 
and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and 
his angels were cast out with him”



Let me shift gears a little and move 
you back to the Book of Revelation -
because in the Book of Revelation, 

the Apostle John gives a                
vivid description of the                              

End-Times beast.



The scarlet beast, prophetically, 
seems to indicate the Antichrist’s 

kingdom. The ten horns are related 
to the ten toes of the image in 

Daniel chapter 2 as well as the ten 
horns of the beast of chapter 7. 



Revelation 17:3

“So he carried me away in the Spirit 
into the wilderness. And I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast 

which was full of names of 
blasphemy, having seven heads  

and ten horns”



The seven heads are seven empires 
that have existed throughout 

history, yet are now re-arising             
all at once in the end of days.



As usual, whenever the biblical 
prophecy contains symbolism, the 

Bible clarifies and explains the 
passage for us. Let’s read 

Revelation 17:9-11



“Here is the mind which has wisdom: 
The seven heads are seven mountains 
on which the woman sits. (10) There 

are also seven kings. Five have fallen, 
one is, and the other has not yet come. 
And when he comes, he must continue 
a short time. (11) The beast that was, 
and is not is himself also the eighth, 
and is of the seven, and is going to 

perdition”



There are several reasons                       
why Revelation 17 cannot                             

be referring to Rome or Europe, 
but rather to the Islamic Empire.



The seven heads are not Rome or 
the Vatican. They are seven heads 

and are called seven mountains and 
seven kings. Mountains in the 

Scripture are symbolic of 
kingdoms. This passage is widely 

interpreted as a reference to Rome, 
“the city on seven hills,” but the 
actual context does not allow for 

such an interpretation. 



How could Rome be situated on 
seven hills that are also seven 

kings, each with a name of 
blasphemy on it? That simply 

doesn’t make any sense. An attempt 
to find in this passage a reference to 

Rome is founded on poor 
hermeneutics.



This passage gives us insight into the 
fact that before Jesus returns, there 

will actually have been a total of eight 
“Beast” empires. The eighth empire 

will be ruled by the Antichrist, who will 
be possessed by Satan.



This passages gives us great insight 
into the identification of the final 
Antichrist Empire. First, we see 

that at the time that John was 
penning the Book of Revelation, 
five of the empires had already 

fallen. This is seen in the phrase, 
“five have fallen.”                                    

These fallen empires are:



The Egyptian Empire

The Assyrian Empire

The Babylonian Empire

The Med-Persian Empire

The Greek Empire

These five are almost universally 
accepted by Bible scholars.



After these five, the angel               
tells John that one mountain 

(empire)  “is.” 

At the time John was writing          
the empire in power was the 

Roman Empire.



“Five are past”

The Egyptian Empire

The Assyrian Empire

The Babylonian Empire

The Med-Persian Empire

The Greek Empire



“one is”

Roman Empire



So the seventh empire is the one    
we need to identify. According to 
vv. 9-11, the eighth empire will be     

a resurrection or a revived version 
of the seventh empire. “ The beast 
that was, and is not, is himself also 

the eighth” (v. 11)



Let’s paraphrase this verse for 
clarity, “The seventh beast (empire) 

that will come into existence, and 
then ceases to exist, will come back 

as the eighth and final empire.”

During John’s day, the seventh 
empire did not exist. This would 

dismiss the Empire that John was 
under- Rome.



So if we are waiting on the final 
eighth empire, then what was the 
seventh? What empire followed 

Rome? The most common belief, 
held by a majority of Bible scholars, 
is that the Antichrist’s empire will 
be a revived Roman Empire. There 

are some glaring problems with this 
interpretation.



First, Rome was the sixth empire.  
If Rome was the sixth, and it comes 
again as the seventh, then what do 
we do with the eighth? Do we have 

three revivals of the Roman 
Empire?



This theory has a gaping hole.           
Is Rome the sixth, seventh and also 

the eighth empires? Neither 
Scripture nor history nor common 
sense supports this idea. Yet many 

prophecy teachers ignore this 
glaring problem.



Secondly, every one of the previous 
six empires ruled the Middle East, 
including Jerusalem. This is very 

important. We must always 
remember that the Bible is 

thoroughly Jerusalem-centric.                 
It is not America-centric , nor  

Euro-centric.



In the biblical view of things, 
Jerusalem is the center of the earth. 

This is in fact the overarching 
context of Scripture. This point 
cannot be understood enough.     

Any theory that revolves around      
a revived Roman Empire based       
in Europe- for instance on the 

European Common Market- is a 
foreign concept to the Bible.



Thirdly, if we look at the first six 
empires, by and large, each 

succeeding empire either destroyed or 
absorbed the empire that preceded it. 
There is a very natural succession. If 
we look at each empire, we see that 

they fulfill these two characteristics: 
they ruled over Jerusalem and they 

defeated or absorbed their 
predecessor.



Who overcame the

Roman Empire?



In 395 AD the Roman Empire was 
divided into two portions, the 
eastern and the western. The 

Eastern portion became known as 
the Byzantine Empire.



Edward Gibbons- “The Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire” writes…

“I have now deduced from Trajan to 
Constantine, from Constantine to 

Heraclius, the regular series of the 
Roman emperors; and faithfully exposed 
the prosperous and adverse fortunes of 

their reigns. Five centuries of the decline 
and fall of the empire have already 

elapsed; but a period of more than eight 
hundred years still separate me from the 

term of my labors, the taking of 
Constantinople by the Turks



I have already noticed the first 
appearance of the Turks; and the 

names of the fathers, of Seljuk and 
Othman, discriminate the two 

successive dynasties of the nation, 
which emerged in the 11th century 

from the Scythian wilderness. 



The former established a splendid 
and potent kingdom from the 

banks of Oxus to Antioch and Nice; 
and the first Crusade was 

provoked by the violation of 
Jerusalem and the danger of 

Constantinople. 



Form a humble origin                                      
the Ottomans arose to be                
the scourge and terror of 

Christendom. Constantinople was 
besieged and taken by Mahemet II.  

His triumph annihilates the 
remnant, the image, the title, of 
the Roman empire in the east.



In the East, the victorious Turks  
spread from Persia to the 

Hellespont: the reign of the Koran 
and the Crescent had begun”



According to the Bible, any fall is 
initiated by the loss of the horn, 

From that perspective, the Roman 
Empire didn’t completely fall until 
the eastern portion of the empire 
finally collapsed in 1453 AD to the 
Muslim Turks led by Mahamet II.



Also, it was the Islamic Caliphate   
that took Jerusalem in 637 AD.    

So we see that it was the Islamic 
Empire- culminating with the 

Ottoman Empire that succeeded 
the Roman Empire and ruled over 
the entire Middle East, beginning 

with Jerusalem, for over 1300 
years and continued right up               

until 1924.



Mahamet II renamed 
Constantinople, the old capital of 
the Eastern Roman empire, to the 

name we recognize today: 
Istanbul. Because of this 

expansion of Islam, Europe lost 
the land route to India. The search 
for a new sea route brought about 
the discovery of the New World, 
and, as such, America was born.



People think that Islam is a new 
problem for America but actually it is 

not. In the late 1700’s, American 
commerce in the Mediterranean was 
being destroyed by Muslim pirates, 
the Continental Congress agreed in 
1784 to negotiate treaties with the 

four Barbary States. Congress 
appointed a special commission 

consisting of John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin to 

oversee the negotiations.



Lacking the ability to protect

its merchant ships in the 
Mediterranean, the new American 

government tried to appease the 
Muslim slavers by agreeing to pay 

tribute (Jizyah) and ransoms in 
order to retrieve seized American 

ships and buy the freedom of 
enslaved sailors.



In 1786, Jefferson, then the 
American ambassador to France, 

and Adams, then the American 
Ambassador to Britain, met in 
London with Sidi Haji Abdul 

Rahman Adja, the Muslim 
ambassador to Britain. 



The Americans asked the Muslim 
ambassador why the Muslim 
Empire had so much hostility 

towards America, a nation with 
which they had no previous 
contact. Here is his reply:



“Islam was founded on the Laws of 
their Prophet, that it was written in 

their Qur’an that all nations who 
should not acknowledge their 

authority were sinners, and that it  
was their right and duty to make war 

upon them wherever they could be 
found, and to make slaves of all they 

could take as prisoners, and that 
every Muslim who should be slain in 

battle was sure to go to Paradise.”



For the following 15 years, the 
American government paid the 

Muslims millions of dollars for the 
safe passage of American ships and 

the return of American hostages. 
Most Americans do not know that the 

payments in ransom and Jizyah
tributes amounted to 20 percent of 

the United States government annual 
revenues in 1800.



When Jefferson became President in 
1801, he dispatched a group of 

frigates to defend American interests 
in the Mediterranean, and informed 
Congress that America was going to 
spend millions on defense but not 

one cent for tribute. Jefferson then 
deployed American Marines and 

many of America’s best warships to 
the Muslim Barbary Coast.



In 1805, American Marines marched 
across the dessert from Egypt into 

Tripoli forcing the Muslims to free all 
American slaves. During the 

Jefferson administration, the Muslim 
Barbary States crumbled as a result 

of the intense American naval 
bombardment of it shores. It wasn’t 
until 1815 that the problem was fully 

settled by the total defeat of all 
Muslim slave trading pirates.



In 1924,  the Ottoman Empire fell 
and the Caliphate was abolished. 
So we see that it was actually the 
Islamic Empire which ultimately 
succeeded the Romans Empire. 

The only empire which fulfills the 
pattern necessary to be considered 
the seventh empire is the Islamic 
Empire that culminated with the 

Turkish/Ottoman Empire.



Revelation 17:10-11

“There are also seven kings. Five 
are fallen, one is, and the other has 
not yet come. And when he comes, 
he must continue a short time. The 

beast that was, and is not, is 
himself also the eighth, and is of 

the seventh, and is going to 
perdition”



“ Five are fallen”

Egypt

Assyria

Babylon

Medo-Persia

Greece



“One is”

The Roman Empire

“The other has not yet come”

Islamic Caliphate



“The beast that was, and is not”

Islamic Caliphate/Ottoman

“Is himself also the eighth”

Revived Islamic Caliphate



Let’s summarize where we are in 
our study. First, Daniel 2 tells us 

that the last earthly kingdom 
(empire) that will exist just prior to 
the Lord’s coming will be “as strong 
as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in 
pieces and shatters everything; and 
like iron that crushes, that kingdom 

will break in pieces and crush all 
the others” (2:40)



This cannot fit the Roman Empire 
because it did not crush and break 
in pieces those empires (Babylon, 

Medo-Persia, Greece). This last 
empire is said to be partially of iron 
and partially of clay- as seen in the 

toes of Daniel’s image.



This last kingdom (Antichrist’s) will 
need to possess the land territory of 
all the empires which came before 

it- Babylon, Medo-Persia, and 
Greece. The Roman Empire does 
not fit this description. The only 
empire which does is the Islamic 

Caliphate/Ottoman empire.



The Antichrist’s kingdom will 
consist of 10 kings or kingdoms- 10 
toes of Daniel’s image, 10-horns of 

the beast in Daniel 7:7. According to 
Daniel 7 the “little horn,” 

Antichrist, arises among the ten  
horns and subdues three of the 

horns (kingdoms) (7:8).



According to Revelation 17, there 
will be eight world empires before 
the coming of the Lord Jesus. The 

eighth is said to be the a revision of 
the seventh. The eighth empire is 

the last empire which is destroyed 
by the rock cut without hands 

(Christ’s kingdom) in Daniel 2.               
It is also the dreadful and terrible 

beast of Daniel 7.



The Scripture tells us that five of 
the kingdoms (empires) are past-

Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-
Persia, and Grecian empires.        

One “is” which would be the empire 
in existence at the time John was 
penning the Book of Revelation –

Rome.



John writes that the seventh has 
not yet come and that the seventh 

would be renewed forming the last 
and eighth kingdom. So the 

kingdoms are as follows:



Egypt

Assyria

Babylon

Medo-Persia

Grecian

Roman

The Islamic Caliphate- Ottoman

A renewed Islamic Calihate



We now turn to Daniel 8, a chapter 
that begins with the rise of the 

Medo-Persian Empire and 
concludes with Antiochus IV 

Epiphanes, the most prominent 
type of the Antichrist in Scripture.



Daniel 8 should be understood as 
an expansion of the same story that 
unfolds in Daniel 2 and 7. In Daniel 

2, we were told of the destructive 
and conquering Islamic Caliphate, 
out of which would come a revised 
version of the Islamic Caliphate in 

the last days.



Daniel 7 tells the same story, but adds 
new information concerning the 

Antichrist, called “the little horn,” 
who will arise out of the former 

Islamic Caliphate, initially taking 
control over three kingdoms, and 
eventually controlling all ten. In 

Daniel 8, the story is developed and 
unfolded even further, informing us 
of the characteristics and actions of 

the coming Antichrist.



In Daniel 8 we see another of 
Daniel’s visions. As the vision 

occurs, Daniel is in the city of Susa, 
the capital of Elam, in modern day 
Iran, roughly 200 miles to the east 

of Babylon.



While some commentators 
speculate that Daniel was actually 
in Susa, perhaps on a diplomatic 

mission, the wording of the passage 
seems to indicate that he was there, 
not physically, but only in a vision:



“And I saw in the vision, and it so 
happened while I was looking, that 
I was in Shushan, the citadel, which 

is in the province of Elam; and I 
saw in the vision that I was by the 

River Ulai” (v. 2)



The vision begins (v.3) by 
portraying the rise of power of the 

Med0-Persian Empire, which 
would come to conquer the 

Babylonian Empire. In Daniel 7,  
the Medo-Persian Empire was 

portrayed as a lopsided bear. But 
here, Medo-Persia is portrayed as a 

ram with two horns, one longer 
than the other (vv. 3-4)



The uneven horns clearly correlate 
with the lopsided nature of the bear in 

Daniel 7.  Let me quote John 
Walvoord, “The portrayal of the two 

horns representing two major aspects 
of the Med-Persian Empire, that is, 
the Medes and the Persians, is very 
accurate, as the Persians coming up 
last and represented by the higher 

horn were also the more prominent 
and powerful.”



The identification of the ram as the 
Medo-Persian Empire is beyond 

question, as it is later identified as 
such by the angel Gabriel: “The ram 

which you saw, having the two 
horns- they are the kings of Media 

and Persia” (v. 20).



After the Medo-Persian Empire 
rose to power, it conquered 

westward toward modern day 
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, and 
Greece; northward toward 

contemporary northern Iran, 
Chechnya, Georgia, Armenia; and 

southward toward what is now 
Iraq, Israel, and Egypt.





Next the vision foretold the transition 
from the Medo-Persian Empire to the 
Alexandrian Greek Empire. Here, in 

Daniel 8, the Alexandrian Greek 
Empire was portrayed as a shaggy 

goat with one large horn protruding 
from its head. This goat corresponds 

to the leopard of Daniel 7. The 
prominent single horn represents 

Alexander the Great (vv. 5-7).



Alexander is seen utterly destroying 
the Medo-Persian ram, who is 

unable to offer a defense. As our 
text states, “and there was no one 

that could deliver the ram from his 
hands” (v. 7)



Next, Alexander’s death is 
portrayed as the singular horn of 

the goat being “broken.” In its 
place, four horns grow up, 

representing the four generals who 
succeeded Alexander (v. 8).



The four horns also correlate with 
the four wings of the leopard in 

Daniel 7. As with the Medo-Persian 
Empire and its representative ram, 
the angel Gabriel leaves no doubt as 

to the meaning of the goat and its 
horns:



“And the male goat is the kingdom 
of Greece. The large horn that is 

between its eyes is the first king. As 
for the broken horn and the four 

that stood up in its place, four 
kingdoms shall arise out of that 
nation, but not with its power”           

(vv. 21-22).



These kings began a series of wars to 
gain control of Alexander’s empire. 

After  50 years of fighting two “kings” 
or dynasties emerged as the dominant 
rulers over the majority of the former 

Alexandrian Greek Empire. The 
largest of the two empires was the 

Seleucid Empire in the north, which 
ruled over the regions of modern-day 

Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran, 
Afghanistan, and Pakistan.



In the south was the Ptolemaic 
Empire, which ruled over Egypt, 

Libya and the Sudan. As we will see 
in Daniel 11 there is a focus on these 
two Empires- king of the north and 
king of the south. For now the focus 

is on the kingdom of the North.



In 175 BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
seized the throne of the Seleucid 

Empire. Antiochus is referred to as 
“a little horn”: “And out of one of 

them came a little horn which grew 
exceedingly great toward the south, 

toward the east, and toward the 
Glorious Land.” (v. 9)



Steven Miller in his New American 
Commentary on Daniel, writes, 

“The meaning is that form one of 
the divisions of the Greek Empire 
would emerge a king of unusual 
significance. Scholars agree that 

this little horn represents the 
eighth ruler of the Seleucid Greek 
Empire, Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

(175-163 BC).”



War swayed between Antiochus in 
the north and Ptolemy VI in the 

south. Antiochus conquered all of 
Egypt capturing Ptolemy. After a 
two year period Antiochus again 
invaded the southern kingdom. 
While Antiochus was in Egypt a 
rumor had spread in Israel that 

Antiochus had been killed. This is 
important to our story.



A rebellion began with the deposed 
high priest Jason gathering a force 

1,000 soldiers and making an 
attack on Jerusalem. As Antiochus 

returned north he heard of the 
rebellion and attacked Jerusalem 

and executed roughly 40,000 Jews 
and selling as many into slavery. 

This is recorded in the Apocrypha 
in 2 Maccabees 5:11-14



These events led to the Maccabean 
revolt, which in turn caused 

Antiochus to respond against the 
Jewish people. Antiochus outlawed 
Judaism, abolished the Jewish daily 
sacrifices, and even sacrificed a pig 
on the altar in the Jewish Temple, 

spreading its juices through the 
Temple as a means of defilement.



Antiochus substituted the Jewish 
feasts with the drunken feast of 

Bacchus, forcing the Jews to 
worship Bacchus the god of wine 

and pleasure. He also forbade 
anyone from being circumcised, or 

to read the Torah or any of the 
Hebrews Scriptures.



Theodore of Cyr, a fifth century 
bishop in the Eastern Church wrote 
concerning Antiochus, “When the 

uprising became more serious, 
Antiochus arrived and put to death 
most of the devout, and he had the 

audacity even to enter the precincts 
of the temple; 



after entering he sacked the whole 
temple, appropriating to himself 

the treasures, all the offerings, the 
cups, the bowls and vessels, the 

golden table, the golden censer, the 
lampstands made of gold, and in 

short all the instruments of divine 
worship.



In addition be built an altar to Zeus, 
filled the whole city with idols and 
obliged everyone to sacrifice, while 

he himself sacrificed a pig on the 
divine altar and named it after Zeus 

of Olympus.”

This is recounted for us in Daniel 
8:10-12



Antiochus IV Epiphanes is 
undoubtedly one of the greatest 

prototypes of the Antichrist in all the 
Bible. These prophecies of Antiochus 

have both a historical as well as a 
future fulfillment. The events carried 
out by Antiochus as detailed in Daniel 
8 will be mirrored to a degree by the 
Antichrist in the last days. This is a 

view held by most scholars and 
commentators.



There are several reasons why 
scholars have seen in Antiochus’ 

actions, as recorded in Daniel 8, a 
clear prophetic foreshadowing of 
the coming Antichrist. The first, 

quite simply, is that the angel 
Gabriel directly informs Daniel        

of the ultimate end-time context of 
the vision:



“And I heard a man’s voice between 
the banks of the Ulai, who called, 
and said, “Gabriel make this man 

understand the vision.” So he came 
near where I stood, and when he 
came I was afraid and fell on my 

face; but he said to me, 
“Understand, son of man, that the 

vision refers to the time of the end.”



“Now as he was speaking with me, I 
was in a deep sleep with my face to 

the ground; but he touched me, and 
stood me upright. And he said to 

me, “Look, I am making known to 
you what shall happen in the latter 
time of the indignation; for at the 
appointed time the end shall be”

Daniel 8:16-19



Daniel’s Prophecies





Next we will look at the similarities 
between Antiochus and the 

Antichrist.



Beyond the fact that the angel 
Gabriel directly says that the 

ultimate context of the vision of 
Daniel 8 is the end-times, scholars 

have also noted numerous 
similarities between Antiochus 
and the future Antichrist which 
further establishes the ultimate 
end-time context of the vision.



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
are referred to using the 

symbolism of a “little horn.” 

While the Antichrist is referred 

to as “another horn, a little horn” 
(Daniel 7:8), Antiochus is

referred to as simply “a little horn” 
(Daniel 8:9)



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
are great persecutors of God’s 
people. While the Antichrist      

“shall persecute the saints of the 
Most High” (Daniel 7:25), it said    

of Antiochus that he would 
“destroy fearfully, and shall 
prosper and thrive; he shall 

destroy the mighty, and also the 
holy people.” (Daniel 8:24)



We see the Antichrist in Revelation 
13:7, “It was granted to him to 

make war with the saints and to 
overcome them.”  The Antichrist 

shall persecute God’s people.



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
are pictured as “having fierce 
features” (8:23) or having an 

appearance which was “greater 
than his fellows” (7:20) which 

Steven Miller in his commentary 
on Daniel says, “imply cruelty and 

harshness.”



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
exalt themselves. While Antichrist 

“shall speak pompous words 
against the Most High” (7:25), it is 
said of Antiochus, “he shall exalt 

himself in his heart… he shall even 
rise against the Prince of princes” 

(8:25)



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
have great power, which comes 

directly from Satan. Of the 
Antichrist, it is said that “the 
coming of the lawless one is 

according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying 

wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9). 



It is specifically said that Satan, the 
dragon, will give “authority to the 

beast” (Rev. 13:4), and the 
Antichrist “shall act against the 

strongest fortresses with a foreign 
god” (11:39). Concerning 

Antiochus it was said, “his power 
shall be mighty, but not by his own 

power” (8:24).



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
shall be destroyers of men. Of the 

Antichrist it is said that he will “cause 
as many as would not worship the 

image of the beast to be killed” (Rev. 
13:15). The apostle John, in a vision, 

saw, “unclean spirits like frogs 
coming out of the mouth of the 

dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, 
and out of the mouth of the false 

prophet…



For they are spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to 
the kings of the earth and of the 

whole world, to gather them to the 
battle of that great day of God 

Almighty” (Rev. 16:13-14)

Of Antiochus it is said that he will 
“destroy the mighty and also the 

holy people” (8:24)



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
are master deceivers. Of the 

Antichrist it is said that his career 
will be defined by “all power, 

signs, and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 
2:9). During the reign of the 

Antichrist, “those who dwell on the 
earth” will be deceived by false 

“signs” (Rev. 13:14). 



Of Antiochus it was said that he 
“understands sinister schemes” 

(8:23), and through his cunning he 
shall cause deceit to prosper under 

his rule” (8:25).



Both Antiochus and the 
Antichrist are defined as proud 

and arrogant. Of Antiochus it
is said, “he shall exalt himself in 
his heart” (8:25). The Antichrist 

will have “a mouth speaking 
pompous words,” specifically 

“against the Most High” 
(7:8,11,25).



We see this prideful arrogance in 2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4, “Let no one 

deceive you by any means; for that 
Day will not come unless the falling 

away comes first (the Rapture) , 
and the man of sin (the Antichrist) 
is revealed, the son of perdition…



“who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is called God or that 
is worshiped, so that he sits as God 
in the temple, showing himself that 

he is God”



Both Antiochus and the Antichrist 
would use a false peace to achieve 
their aims. While Antichrist will 

enter into a false peace agreement 
with Israel (Dan. 9:27), of Antiochus 
it is written that he would “come in 
peaceably and seize the kingdom by 

intrigue” (11:21,24), and he “shall 
destroy many in their prosperity 

(peace- KJV)” (8:25). 



We could list more similarities  
between Antiochus and the 

Antichrist but this should give us 
the idea that Antiochus is a 

foreshadowing of the coming 
Antichrist.



I have listed these similarities 
because despite the obvious end-

time context of this passage 
(Daniel 8), many scholars and 

prophecy teachers have wrestled 
to reconcile the “little horn” of 

Daniel 8 with the “little horn” of 
Daniel 7.



This difficulty comes because they 
have the common but false 
assumption that the little 

horn/Antichrist of Daniel 7 
emerges from out of the Roman 

Empire, whereas the little horn of 
Daniel 8 emerges out of the Middle 

East.



Even those who believe that 
Antiochus is a fore-runner of 

the Antichrist wrestle with the 
apparent contradiction that the 

Antichrist arises from Rome 

(the fourth beast of Daniel 7)

and Antiochus from the goat of 
Daniel 8.



But the problem resolves itself 
when we understand that Daniel 2, 

and 7 do not point to the Roman 
Empire but to the Islamic 

Caliphate. The region of the 
Islamic Caliphate and the 

consolidated empire of Antiochus 
IV Epiphanes are the same.





When we understand that both 
Daniel 2 and 7 refer to the Islamic 

Caliphate, then all of Daniel’s 
visions flow together smoothly and 

the historical difficulties of 
interpreters are resolved.              

All three chapters of Daniel (2,7,8) 
point to the final Antichrist 

kingdom arising from out of the 
Middle East. 



We have seen, up to this point        
that the Antichrist’s kingdom             
will be a revival of the Islamic 

Caliphate- last seen in the Ottoman 
Empire. Now let us look at several 
specific texts that indicate that the 

Antichrist will be Islamic.



“And (he- Antichrist) shall intend to 
change times and law”

Daniel 7:25
The Antichrist will desire to replace 
“times and laws.” Does this sound 

like the Western culture? What 
times and laws would they desire to 

replace?  Remember that Islam 
“crushes” the cultures that it 

conquers. 



The Hebrew word used in verse 25, 
does not refer to time as in a clock 
but to an appointed occasion, or 

season. The word “time” as used in 
this verse refers to calendar time. 

Antichrist will desire to change the 
calendar.



The Antichrist will desire to change 
the Christian calendar to the 

Islamic calendar. Can you think of 
any other culture, ideology or 

religion anywhere in the world 
which would fit this scripture?                  

I can  - Islam !



Not only does the Antichrist desire 
to change the “times- calendar” but 
also the “law.” It is interesting that 
wherever Islam has conquered it 
has sought to impose its own law-

Sharia law- in place of that 
country’s own laws. Again, can you 

think of any other ideology, culture, 
religion existing today which would 

desire to do this?



Let’s look at Daniel 11 for just            
a moment. Beginning in v. 36 we 

see a shift from the king of the 
north to the Antichrist- here he is 
called the willful king -“the king 

shall do according to his own will”.



“Then the king shall do according to 
his own will: he shall exalt and 

magnify himself above every 
god,(he) shall speak blasphemies 
against the God of gods, and shall 

prosper till the wrath has been 
accomplished; for what has been 

determined shall be done” 

(v. 36)



“He shall regard neither the God of 
his fathers nor the desire of 

women, nor regard any god; for he 
shall exalt himself above them all. 

(38) But in their place he shall 
honor a god of fortresses; and a god 

which his fathers did not know he 
shall honor with gold and silver, 

with precious stones and pleasant 
things”



These passages has led some 
Christians to make dogmatic 

statements concerning the 
Antichrist’s beliefs. For instance, I 
have read, “since he will show no 

regard for any other god he will be 
an atheist.”



Or since he will not have a 

desire for women he must be a 
homosexual. Or since he will show 
no regard for the god of his fathers 
he must be a Jew who has rejected 
Judaism. These are all taken out of 
context. However, these verses do 
give us a fourfold statement of the 

Antichrist’s faith.



The Antichrist rejects “the God of 
His fathers”

The Antichrist rejects “the desire of 
women”

The Antichrist rejects “every other
God”

The Antichrist affirms and honors 
“a god of forces”



The Hebrew phrase, “Elohim ab” is 
used many times in the Scriptures 
and always is used in reference to 
the LORD (Yahweh). This has led 

many scholars to conclude that the 
Antichrist would be Jewish.



Let me quote A.C. Gaebelein from 
his commentary on Daniel, “The 

King Antichrist shall not regard the 
God of his fathers. Here his Jewish 

descent becomes evident. It is a 
Jewish phrase “the Gods of his 

fathers.”



I believe that Gaebelein is correct 
that “Elohim ab” is a reference to 

the God of the Jews, but this doesn’t 
necessarily prove that the 

Antichrist will be Jewish. Do you 
remember the children’s song: 

“Father Abraham had many sons, 
and many sons had father 

Abraham?”



Simply because the Antichrist 
rejects the God of his father 

Abraham, in no way proves that the 
Antichrist is Jewish. He could just 

as easily be an Ishmaelite, or an 
Edomite, or a descendant of any 

number of relatives of Abraham’s 
sons that fill much of the Middle 

East and the world today.



The simple point of this verse is 
that the Antichrist will “show no 
regard” for the Lord God of the 

patriarchs. For those who believe 
that the Antichrist will be Jewish 

we must deal with the over 
abundance of evidence to the 

contrary.



Antichrist arises from the sea in 
Revelation 13 (the nations). Every 

type or foreshadowing of antichrist 
throughout the Scriptures is a non-

Jewish, Gentile leader- Pharaoh, 
Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, 

Antiochus Epiphanes, these were 
all non-Jewish pagan leaders.



I believe that it is far likelier then that 
the Antichrist will also be a non-

Jewish world leader who rejects the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Muslim apologetics claim that the 

Allah of Islam is the same as the God 
of Abraham- this is not true ! The 

Allah of Islam is the pagan moon god 
whom Abraham left behind in the 
desert,  not the God of the Bible.



Secondly, Daniel 11 tells us that the 
Antichrist rejects “the desire of 

women.” Many commentators view 
this as a reference to the Messiah. 

Let’s listen to John Walvorrd…



“Although Daniel is not specific, a 
plausible explanation of this 

passage, in light of Daniel’s Jewish 
background, is that this expression, 
the desire of women, is the natural 
desire of Jewish women to become 

the mother of the promised 
Messiah, the seed of the woman 

promised in Genesis 3:15.”



I think that this is a strange 
interpretation since the Messiah has 
already come and today we have no 
women having such a desire. This 
phrase says nothing regarding a 

desire of women to give birth to the 
Messiah. It simply says that the 

Antichrist will have no regard for 
women- He hates them! Women’s 

rights will not exist in the empire of 
the Antichrist. This is exactly what we 

see in Islam today!



Thirdly, the Antichrist rejects every 
other god. But we must be careful 

not to read this in an absolute 
sense, because there is one 

exception to the Antichrist’s 
disregard for all gods- there is a god 

whom he greatly honors.



Lastly, the Antichrist honors a god 
of fortresses, and a god which his 

fathers did not know with gold and 
silver, and with precious stones and 

pleasant things. There has never 
been such a warring ideology as 

Islam. The very basic teachings of 
Islam is to participate in “holy war” 

to make the entire world Islamic.



There are five pillars of Islam. One 
of these “pillars” is for every 

Muslim to pay “zakat” (a tax on 1/5 
of their income) to advance the 

cause of Allah. The Antichrist will 
continue to feed his war machine 

from taxes collected from Muslims 
to drive our the unbeliever from 

their lands.



Finally, this evening, let’s look at one 
more verse- “And I saw thrones, and 
they sat on them, and judgment was 
committed to them. Then I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded
for their witness to Jesus and for the 

Word of God, who had not 
worshipped the beast or his image, 
and not received his mark on their 

foreheads or on their hands.” 
Revelation 20:4





The Spirit of Antichrist

We have already discussed the    
actual person of the Antichrist, but 
the Bible also talks of the spirit of 

antichrist. Apart from the one direct 
reference in the Bible to The

Antichrist, there are four other times 
that the word is used in a more 

general sense by the Apostle 
John. Each time it is in reference to a 

particular spirit.



This spirit is defined by its denial 
of some very specific aspects of 

Jesus’ nature and His relationship 
to God the Father. The following 
are the verses that describe this 

“antichrist” spirit:



“By this you know the Spirit of God: 
Every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 
and every spirit that does not confess 

that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is not of God. And this is the 

spirit of Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is now 

already in the world”
I John 4:2-3



“Who is a liar but he who denies 
that Jesus is the Christ? He is 

antichrist who denies the Father 
and the Son. Whoever denies the 

Son does not have the Father 
either; he who acknowledges the 

Son has the Father also”

I John 2:2-3



From these verses, we learn that 
the antichrist is a spirit that is 

identified as a “liar” and a 
“deceiver” which specifically 

denies the following:



1. That Jesus is the Christ/Messiah

2. The Father and the Son (The 
Trinity and that Jesus is God’s 

Son).

3. That Jesus has come in the 
flesh. (The incarnation)



The religion of Islam, more than 
any other religion, philosophy, or 

belief system, fulfills the 
description of the antichrist spirit.

The religion of Islam makes it one 
of its highest priorities to very 

specifically deny all of the above 
points regarding Jesus and His 

relationship to the Father.



In order to properly understand the 
antichrist spirit of Islam, there are 

two doctrines that must first be 
understood. The first is called 

“Tawhid”. It is the most essential 
belief in Islam. “Tawhid” refers to the 

belief in the absolute oneness of 
God. Islam adheres to the strictest 

form of unitarian monotheism 
possible. In Islam, God is utterly 

alone.



But in order to understand 
“Tawhid”, one must understand 

that it is more than just a doctrine. 
In Islam, belief in “Tawhid” is an 
absolute commandment. And if 

adherance to “Tawhid” is the 
highest and most important 

commandment in Islam, then the 
greatest sin in Islam is called 

“Shirk”.



“Shirk” is the opposite of 
“Tawhid”. It is in essence, 

idolatry. From the “Invitation to 
Islam” a newsletter published by a 

Muslim group from Toronto, we 
read a very telling statement, 
which helps us to understand 
exactly how shirk is viewed by 

Muslims:



“Murder, rape, child molesting and 
genocide. These are all some of the 

appalling crimes which occur in 
our world today. Many would 
think that these are the worst 

possible offences which could be 
committed. But there is something 

which outweighs all of these 
crimes put together: It is the crime 

of shirk.”



So many Muslims feel as though 
either believing in the trinity, or 

ascribing divinity to Jesus are both 
among the greatest sins 

conceivable. In fact, believing in 
these essential Christian doctrines 

is more than just a sin; it is the 
most heinous of all crimes-

punishable by DEATH!



The religion of Islam has as one of 
its foundational beliefs a direct 

denial of Jesus as God’s Son. This 
denial is found several times 

throughout the Quran: 



“In blasphemy indeed are 
those that say that God is 
Christ the son of Mary.”

-Surah 5:17



They say: "God hath begotten a 
son!" - Glory be to Him! He is self-
sufficient! His are all things in the 
heavens and on earth! No warrant 
have ye for this! Say ye about Allah 

what ye know not?

-Surah 10:68



They said, "The Most Gracious has 
begotten a son"! You have uttered a 
gross blasphemy. The heavens are 

about to shatter, the earth is about to 
tear asunder, and the mountains are 

about to crumble. Because they 
claim that the Most Gracious has 

begotten a son. It is not befitting the 
Most Gracious that He should beget a 

son. –Surah 19:88-92



The Christians call Christ the son of 
Allah. That is a saying from their 
mouth; (in this) they but imitate 

what the unbelievers of old used to 
say. Allah's curse be on them: how 

they are deluded away from the 
Truth! -Surah 9:30



The Dome of the Rock was built in 
692 AD or 72 AH (which is Latin 
for “in the year of Hijra- which is 

the emigration of Muhammad and 
his followers to the city of Medina 

in 622 AD.



Inscribed inside the Dome of the 
Rock are the following:

“nor utter aught concerning God 
save the truth. The Messiah, Jesus 
son of Mary, was only a Messenger 

of God, and His Word which He 
conveyed unto Mary, and a spirit 
from Him. So believe in God and 

His messengers, and say not 
‘Three’ – Cease!”



God is only One God. Far be it 
removed from His transcendent 

majesty that He should have a son. 
His is all that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth. And God is 

sufficient as Defender.



Islam Denies The Trinity

They do blaspheme who say: Allah 
is one of three in a Trinity: for 

there is no god except One Allah. If 
they desist not from their word (of 

blasphemy), verily a grievous 
penalty will befall the blasphemers 

among them. –Surah 5:73



Islam Denies The Cross 

The Apostle Paul warned the 
Thessalonians that, “many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ.” 
(Thessalonians 3:18) It should not 
come as a surprise then that Islam 
also even denies the most central 
event of all of redemptive history: 

The crucifixion of Jesus. Speaking to 
the Jews of Jesus’ day, the Quran 

says:



That they said (in boast), "We killed 
Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the 

Messenger of Allah"; but they killed 
him not, nor crucified him, but so it 

was made to appear to them, and 
those who differ therein are full of 

doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, 
but only conjecture to follow, for of a 

surety they killed him not:- Nay, 
Allah raised him up unto Himself; 

and Allah is Exalted in Power 
– Surah 4:157-8



Let’s spend some time looking at 
the religion of Islam.

As of the latest polls there are about 
1 billion Muslims in the world 

today or about 21% of the world’s 
population- compared to 33 % for 

Christians.



Islam is the fastest growing religion 
in the world today. In a decade or 

two, if the present growth rate 
continues, there will be more 

Muslims than Christians in the 
world.



“Islam is the fastest growing 
religion in America, a guide and 

pillar of stability for many of 
our people” 

- Hilary Clinton

Currently there are about
5 million Muslims in the U.S.



The Arabic word which 
gives Islamic religion its 
name is “islam,” which 
means “submission.”



Muslims worship the god “Allah.” 
The Arabic word for "god" is 

"ilah", while "al" is the Arabic for 
"the". Therefore, "Allah" combines 

"al" with "ilah" and removes the 
"i", to literally means, "the god". 

While "Allah" could refer to God 
literally, the Allah of Islam is the 

moon god of ancient pagan Arabia.



According to the Encyclopedia of 
Religion, Allah corresponded to 

the Babylonian god Baal, and 
Arabs knew of him long before 

Muhammed worshipped him as 
the supreme God. Before Islam the 
Arabs recognized many gods and 
goddesses, each tribe had their 

own deity. 



There were also nature deities. 
Allah was the god of the local 

Quarish tribe, which was 
Muhammad's tribe before he 

invented Islam to lead his people 
out of their polytheism.



Muhammad was born in 570 A.D. in 
the city of Mecca, which is located in 

modern day Saudi Arabia. The 
culture into which he was born was 
largely polytheistic, although Jews 

and marginally Christian sects were 
also present in Arabia. Muhammed
early on grew dissatisfied with the 

polytheism of his surroundings but 
remained religious, traveling into the 

hills surrounding Mecca to pray.



At age 40, while on one of these 
retreats, Muhammed claimed to 

have been visited by the angel 
Gabriel, who issued God’s call to 
him to be the last prophet sent to 
mankind. Muhammed began to 

receive the revelations that would 
be later collected into the Qur’an, 
which is the book of scriptures for 

Islam.



Muhammad’s wife, Khadija, was 
among his earliest converts, but for 

many years he was not able to attract 
many followers. Muhammad was 

outspoken, however, and the leaders 
of Mecca increasingly viewed him as 

a threat. In 622, the Muslim 
community fled to the city of Medina 
where Muhammad was installed as 

leader



In Medina Islam grew in strength and 
Muhammad set his sights on 

conquering Mecca. He soon began 
leading raids on Meccan trading 

caravans, and after many skirmishes 
he was able to take control of Mecca 
without bloodshed, two years before 

his death in 632. Islam spread 
quickly, largely by means of the 

sword, into northern Africa, Asia, 
and Europe and has had a lasting 

influence on world civilization.



Returning to Mecca, Muhammad 
cleansed the ka’ba of all of its idols 
and proclaimed Allah to be the the 
one true god. Muhammad also left 

the black stone, a stone which 
tradition says was found by 

Abraham and Ishmael, and used it 
as a corner stone for the ka’ba.







A black stone that Muslims believe 
came from heaven to Earth is the 

centerpiece of a sacred ritual called 
tawaf that many pilgrims perform 

on hajj (pilgrimage) to Mecca, 
Saudi Arabia -- a pilgrimage that 

Islam requires its faithful to make 
at least once in their lifetimes, if at 

all possible. 



The Ka’ba, which is covered with a 
black drape, displays the black 

stone about five feet off the ground, 
and worshipers walk around it 

during their pilgrimages.

Muslim pilgrims revere the stone 
as a powerful symbol of faith. 

Here's why:



Muslims believe that the first 
human being, Adam, originally 

received the black stone from God 
and used it as part of an altar for 
worship. Then, Muslims say, the 

stone was hidden for many years on 
a mountain, until Gabriel, the 

archangel of revelation, brought it 
to the prophet Abraham to use in 

another altar:



the altar where God tested 
Abraham's faith by calling him to 
sacrifice his son Ishmael (unlike 
Jews and Christians, who believe 

that Abraham laid his son Isaac on 
the altar, Muslims believe that it 

was Abraham's son Ishmael 
instead).



Some Muslims believe that when 
Gabriel brought the stone to 

Abraham it was originally white-
its current black color comes from 

it having absorbed people’s sins.



Islam is a religion of works. In 
Islam no one is certain of their 

relationship to Allah because it is 
impossible to have an intimate, 
personal relationship with him.

The basics of the Islamic faith and 
practice is found in the five Pillars 

of Islam



Faith

Prayer

Tithe

The Fast

The Pilgrimage

Note that Islam is a religion of 
works !



Faith (the Shahada) is a declaration 
of their belief. It is short and 

simple:
There is no god but Allah, and 

Muhammad is his prophet.

Muslims say this when they wake 
up in the morning and before they 

go to sleep at night.



The second Pillar is prayer. 
Muslims pray toward Mecca five 

times a day:

Upon rising

At noon

In mid-afternoon

After sunset

Before going to sleep



God is most great (3x)
I testify that there is no God but God 

(2x)
I testify that Muhammad is the 

messenger of God (2x)
Come to prayer (2x)
Come to success (2x)

God is most great (2x)
There is no God except God



The third Pillar of Islam  is the 
Tithe. Muslims believe that this 
helps them achieve salvation. A 

Muslim will give 2.5 of his income 
to the poor.



The forth Pillar of Islam is the Fast. 
Allah was originally a moon god 

worshiped in Mecca. This influenced 
Muslims to base their calendar on the 
moon, rather than on the sun. The fast 

is held annually in the month of 
Ramadan. As the Muslim calendar is 

lunar, not solar, Ramadan sometimes 
falls in summer and sometimes in the 

winter.



During the month of Ramadan a 
Muslim from dawn to dusk will 

abstain from 

food, 

drink 

and sexual relations.



The fifth Pillar of Islam is the  
Pilgrimage (Hajj). If at all possible 

Muslims are expected to make a 
special pilgrimage to Mecca at least 
once in their lifetime. Life the other 
Pillars of Islam the Hajj is essential 

if one is to gain salvation.


